Teaching Notes for
Ichabod Hart and the Lighthouse Mystery

by James Roy

· About the Book

Ichabod Hart and the Lighthouse Mystery is a work of alternate history. This means that its events happen within a real place, but in a version of history that is different from the one we know. 

Ichabod lives with his eccentric “uncle”, the Major, who is an inventor (or a Practicalicist, as he calls himself). The year is 1901, and they live in a disused lighthouse at the top of a headland overlooking the industrial city of Port Nelson, which is close to the town we now know as Nelson Bay.

When the Major’s niece Clementine comes to live with them for a while, she and Ichabod become very close friends. Then, after the Major starts picking up some extra engineering jobs for the railway tycoon Mr Bowman, and shortly thereafter goes missing, the children set about finding out what happened. Is there some connection between the strange little waterless steam engine the Major has been developing, and Mr Bowman’s keen interest in all things efficient? Has the Major gone back to the military, despite promising he never would? And who is the strange man with no eyebrows who snoops about the place dropping slices of lemon on the ground? 
These are the mysteries the children set about clearing up, all the while simply trying to stay alive despite being kidnapped, crawling around on top of speeding trains, driving locomotives through the night, even flying a contraption called the Ornithocycle.

Yes, everything is connected, and the reader discovers these connections along with Ichabod and Clementine, who prove that two heroic children are almost always better than one.

· About the Author
James Roy realised on his sixteenth birthday that he’d spent more than half his life in the Pacific islands. His parents were missionaries, and he spent much of his childhood in places like Fiji and Papua New Guinea. He says that the fact that there was no TV in these places helped make him a writer. “When there’s no TV or Playstation and you live in an exciting, adventuresome place like Fiji you spend your time playing outside – I mean really playing – and when the weather is bad you read books. I read a lot of books, many of them adventure books. Then my best friend and I would play as the characters in those stories.” When James realised that he felt dissatisfied by some of the books he was reading, he decided that one day he would write his own. Fifteen years later he did.

Ichabod Hart and the Lighthouse Mystery is his sixth novel, and is the first in a number of planned Steampunk books. Some of the upcoming titles are Ichabod Hart and the Rainmaker, Ichabod Hart and the Parchment Letters, and Ichabod Hart and the Whywolf. “Most of my previous books have been about real kids leading lives that my readers would recognise as being fairly similar to their own. With this series I wanted to explore what it’s like to write fantasy, where anything at all can happen, because it’s not bounded by logic, common-sense and a need to work within reality.”

James lives in the Blue Mountains with his wife, two daughters and two dogs, and plays guitar in the folk band Cranky Franky, as well as doing as much sailing as he possible can. You can find more information about the author and his books at his website
 www.jamesroy.com.au
When you visit James’ site, you can read more about how he became a writer by reading his article Becoming Lucy.
· Suggested Approaches to Using the Book

While the book should be read for the pleasure of simply reading and enjoying fantasy for its own sake, that experience can be enriched through a range of activities related to the characters, the plot and structure of the book, and other features of the text. The unit suggests a number of activities for this purpose.
Also, the book is about aspects of life that link ideas and understandings that belong to other Key Learning Areas; in particular, Studies of Society and the Environment (SOSE), and Technology.

· Characters
Every story needs characters. Some are primary characters (those about whom the story is told), while others are secondary characters (who interact with the primary characters within the story, but about whom the story is not really told.)

1. Who are the primary characters, or protagonists? What are their relationships with each other?

2. Who are the secondary characters? What tells you that they are secondary characters and not protagonists?

3. The term character arc refers to the way a character changes throughout a story. How do the main characters change over the duration of the book? What personality traits remain the same, and which ones change? What have the characters learned through their experiences?

4. Are there other characters who are neither primary nor secondary; that is, who fill a very brief background or ‘extras’ role? Who are they, and why are they important to the story?

· Plot

James Roy says: This is one of the most plot-driven books I have written. In the past I have developed my characters first, then let them decide where the story leads. I didn’t really know where my favourite book ‘A Boat for Bridget’ was going until I’d almost finished writing it. Because ‘Ichabod’ is a mystery book, it required me to work more to a planned plot, which I found quite difficult at times.

1. What is the plot of a story? What are the main plot highlights of this book?

2. James Roy mentions ‘plot-driven’ books. What is the main difference between ‘plot-driven’ and ‘character-driven’ stories? 

3. From the books you’ve read, which do you think are plot-driven and which are character-driven? Are some of them a blend of the two? Which do you prefer, and why?

4. Draw a storyboard (cartoon strip) for sections of the story of your choice.

5. The plot takes many twists and turns as the story develops. However, it is possible to see how the story can be seen to fit the Narrative text type or literary genre (Orientation, Complication, Sequence of Events, Resolution and Comment or Coda). Match the sections of the book that you think represent these aspects of the Narrative genre.
· Setting and Mood
1. This book is set in several different places. What are they? 

2. Each of these places has rather different feel. What sort of words and images does the author use to set the mood?

3. Does the author ever convey a different mood for the same place; for example, the lighthouse during a storm, or at night, or in the early morning? How does he convey the different feelings within the characters to you as the reader? 
4. (For very ‘switched-on’ students!)  In the study of literature, the term, narrative voice, is used to describe how the language and style adopted by the author helps take the reader to an historically different place. Consider, for example, the narrative voice that is characteristic of Charles Dickens, and how it influences the reader’s sense of time and place.  As an activity, identify places in Ichabod where the narrative voice has this effect.

· Fun with Words
1. The author demonstrates fascinating creativity in the names given to the devices that were the brainchildren of the Major. List the names of these devices, identify the parts of their names that give some insight into their purpose and function, then explore the word roots from which they come, particularly from other languages.
· In Depth
1. This book is a work of alternate history or speculative fiction. This means that it takes a particular point in history and asks, ‘What if?’ Think of some other ‘what ifs.’ For example, what if Japan had won the Second World War? What if a manned mission to Mars had been successful? What if Australia had been settled by the French instead of the English? What if a huge diamond had been discovered in your schoolyard? What if your mother had met the Prime Minister instead of your father? How would the world we know be different if a different event had taken place in the past?

· Links with Other Key Learning Areas
Technology

1. Technology plays an enormous part in this book, especially in the invention of devices which did not in fact exist in 1901. The Major even has a steam-powered computer called the Abbacator. With steam as your starting point, which of today’s appliances, vehicles and household devices might you be able to ‘re-invent’? Draw a diagram of them. Remember that they don’t have to work in practice – just in theory!

Studies of Society and the Environment (Strand: Time, Continuity and Change)
1. ‘Ichabod Hart and the Lighthouse Mystery’ is set in the same geographical Australia we know, but in a different historical and social Australia. In some ways the 1901 of this book is very different from the 1901 of our world. What are some those differences? 

2. The map at the beginning of ‘Ichabod Hart’ shows an Australia that in 1901 is half English and half French. How do you think this might have come to happen? Remember, you’re free to make up any historical fact you like – wars, assassinations, discoveries. Be creative!

3. This book is set in Port Nelson, which is a fictional city situated in a real place. That real place is Nelson Bay, on the southern edge of Port Stephens. Using books or the internet, research Port Stephens and its surroundings. Could it in fact have been the harbour for a large industrial city? What advantages might it have had over Sydney or Newcastle? What disadvantages?

For lesson notes on other books, various tips on writing for students, and articles on topics relevant to children’s literature, go to James Roy’s website: www.jamesroy.com.au

Copyright note: These lesson notes are © Copyright UQP, 2004. They may only be reproduced in whole or in part as an aid in the study of Ichabod Hart and the Lighthouse Mystery.
























































































